
Clink! A Taste of Oregon Wine
A traveling exhibition

Oregon boasts an environment ripe for creating wines of 
distinction. Clink! A Taste of Oregon Wine tells the stories 
of some of the individuals and institutions who propelled 
Oregon wine onto the national and international stage. 
The exhibition traces the history of Oregon wines from 
the earliest vineyards to legislative efforts to control 
alcohol during Prohibition and from the 1960s resurgence 
of the wine industry to the future of these thriving 
Oregon businesses.

Visitors to the exhibit can learn about the flourishing 
Oregon wine industry through text, photos, colorful 
graphics, and interactive experiences. Scroll through a 
digital catalog of wine-related objects dating back to 
the 19th century, explore an interactive map of Oregon 
wine regions, and view historic photos from local archives. 
Celebrate the wonders of Oregon wine and the people who 
made it possible in this unique, engaging exhibit produced 
by OHS in collaboration with Oregon history organizations 
and industry leaders.

By the time a bottle of Oregon Pinot Noir or Chardonnay reaches your 

hands, an untold number of dedicated and hardworking individuals 

have participated in each step of the process to produce it. Among 

the people integral to the production of fine Oregon wines are the 

large numbers of vineyard workers who carefully tend the plants and 

harvest the grapes.

Approximately 96 percent of Willamette Valley vineyard workers are 

Latino and most have migrated from Mexico. Many are undocumented. 

Mexican field workers make up a large percentage 

of migrant farm workers because they come 

from rural agricultural areas where they learned 

fieldwork skills that are in high demand. Some 

stay throughout the year, spraying and tending 

the vines, but most arrive only for the fall harvest 

season, a short period of intense work picking 

grapes before the rains begin. Migrant workers 

often move throughout the West, starting in 

southern California and moving up the coast, 

harvesting a variety of crops in season. 

A small number of Latino workers are able to secure 

permanent jobs at wineries, working throughout 

the year in various aspects of the winemaking process from tending vines to bottling 

and storing wine. Many migrate from one job to the next, a demanding lifestyle with 

little stability and hundreds of miles separating them from their loved ones. While some 

programs provide necessary services for these workers, there is still much to do in 

improving the lives of the people who play such a crucial role in American agriculture, 

including Oregon wine.

Vineyard worker Seferino Flores. ¡Salud! Collection, Oregon Wine History Archive, Linfield College.

A vineyard worker picks grapes during harvest. ¡Salud! Collection, Oregon Wine History Archive, Linfield College.
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Rental
Fee

Contents

Size

$100 plus shipping
2 month venue

12 free-standing fabric 
banners with colorful 
graphics, photos, and text.

2 iPads with locking floor 
stands featuring two 
interactive activities.

509 running feet

Banners measure 40” wide 
x 79.5” high

iPad stands measure 14.3” 
wide x 48” high x 14.3” deep

Shipping

Exhibition may be 
picked up and dropped 
off at the Oregon 
Historical Society or 
shipped by courier 
(approximately $400 
one way). Includes 4 
plastic shipping boxes.

Coverage of $5,000 is 
required

Insurance

The exhibition is 
available for rental 
beginning March 2015.

Availability

A traveling exhibiton produced by the Oregon Historical Society
1200 SW Park Ave. | Portland, Oregon 97205 | 503.306.5233 | www.ohs.org

If you are interested in renting Clink! A Taste of Oregon Wine, please contact

Lori Erickson, OHS Curator | 503.306.5233 | Lori.Erickson@ohs.org

The traveling version of Clink! A Taste of Oregon Wine is made possible by:

The presenting sponsors of the 2014 Exhibition Series included:

Laura S. Meier   Melvin “Pete” Mark   Prudence M. Miller   Pat & Trudy Ritz
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James F. & Marion L.

Miller Foundation


