
Oregon is Indian Country Traveling Trunk  

Description  

The Oregon is Indian Country Traveling Trunk helps teachers share with students the history 

and culture of the Nine Federally Recognized Tribes of Oregon in a hands‐on, interactive 

way.  The trunk includes information, artifacts and activities that help students better 

understand the connection of the nine tribes to the Land, the impact of Federal Indian 

Policies in the past and today, and the integral role traditional arts play in tribal culture. 

.  

Trunk Contents Include:  

•    Instructions and strategies for using the Oregon is Indian Country Traveling Trunk in 

the classroom.  

• A list of Oregon Department of Education State Standards related to content and 

topics presented in the Oregon is Indian Country Traveling Trunk.  

• A chart of tribal enrollment and a map showing the Nine Federally Recognized 

Tribes of Oregon. 

•   Recommended resources for students and teachers on Native American history and 

culture.  

• Numerous hands‐on trunk objects are available for students to handle in a 

supervised setting.  A corresponding document called Stories of the Traditional Arts 

provides teachers with background information on each object and how it relates to 

its respective tribe’s culture. Each printed object story also includes a brief biography 

of the artist. 

• 3 C.D.s which include live recordings of pow-wow songs, traditional music, and 

recordings of Native American stories. 

• Magazines and newspaper clippings providing information on contemporary tribal 

culture, issues, and life.  

• Eight fiction and non-fiction books. 

• Instructions for creating a student-made weaving project. 

•   A Teachers Binder with four lesson plans designed to enhance the use of the 

elements included in the trunk. Each lesson can be scaffolded in order to be 

appropriate for students in grades 4-8. 

 



 

o The Treaties lesson plan helps students learn about how the treaties of the 

1800s affected and continue to affect Indians in Oregon. 

o The Celilo Falls Activity lesson plan helps students understand how peoples’ 

lives are affected by the physical environment. Using the provided pictures 

students will explore the importance of Celilo Falls to the Nine Federally 

Recognized Tribes of Oregon.  

o The Boarding School lesson helps students learn about the large scale 

relocation of Indian children during the 1800s and early 1900s and to consider 

the impact this had on Indian language, identity, culture and beliefs. 

o The Photo Pass lesson allows students to think critically about contemporary 

tribal life and culture through interaction with recent photographs. 

 

 


