


TOWLE BUTTE BRIEF HISTORY 

Dave E. Towle, working with other community businessmen, helped to transform the Gresham Fruit 
Growers organization (established in 1914) into the Gresham Co-op, or Gresham Cooperative Berry 
Growers in 1919.  Mr. Towle served as its general manager until his death in 1936.  Cash turnover from 
the cooperative increased from $29,000 in 1919 to $800,000 in 1934, and the cooperative was one of 
the city’s principal economic assets.  His management of the Gresham Co-op was so appreciated by the 
community that Cathey Road was renamed to Towle Road. Towle Road runs north-south immediately to 
the north of the natural feature known as Towle Butte. 

RESEARCH / OUTREACH 

To confirm the butte name, project staff did the following: 

1. Researched names in city documents, Gresham Historical Society archives, and in the 
books Gresham Stories of our Past: Campground to City and Stories of our Past Gresham: Before 
and After the World Wars.  

2. Reached out to affected neighborhood associations to gain knowledge and support. 
3. Shared with the City of Gresham Historic Resources Subcommittee to gain knowledge and 

support. 
4. Reached out to affected neighboring jurisdictions – City of Portland, Metro, and Multnomah 

County – to gain knowledge and support. 
5. Sent a letter to property owners on the buttes seeking support for the names, and also any 

evidence of other names being used for the summits. In all nearly 1,300 letters were mailed. 

Additionally, the Gresham Outlook ran an article in the local newspaper on February 19, 2016. 
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Looking East to Towle Butte 

 



NEWS ARTICLE 
 



COURTESY OF THE CITY OF GRESHAM - This map shows four of Greshams unnamed buttes. There are 
six of the isolated, flat-topped hills in the city. 

Gresham pursues officially naming four city summits

Created on Friday, 19 February 2016 00:00 | Written by Jodi Weinberger | 

0 Comments

Gresham’s got big buttes and it does not lie — or at least it’s trying not to anymore, with help from the Geographic 
Names Information Services. 

Sharon Nesbit, a member of the board of the Geographic Names Information Services, noted Gresham historian 
and longtime Outlook columnist, recently pointed out to city leaders that not all of Gresham’s six buttes have 
official names. 

In the eyes of the U.S. government, actually four buttes — Jenne Butte, Gabbert Butte, Hogan Butte and Towle 
Butte — are considered unnamed summits. 

Gresham’s two other buttes, 
Grant Butte and Gresham 
Butte, were formally named 
in 1980 and 1986, 
respectively. 

The timing is especially 
important for the buttes’ 
names to be made official 
because the city is pursuing 
building a nature park on top 
of Hogan Butte that’s 
expected to be completed by 
the end of the year. 

“I suggested to the city that 
as the buttes were becoming 
official park land, they might 
need to be identified for all 
sorts of reasons — safety, 
search and rescue, etc.,” said 
Nesbit, in an email from 
Hawaii. 

From Nesbit’s 
recommendation, the task of giving the buttes — defined as isolated hills with steep sides and flat tops — official 
names was passed to Stacy Humphrey, Gresham senior planner. As part of the application to the Geographic 
Names Information Services (GNIS), Humphrey must show historical records of the butte names. 

For help, she turned to about 1,300 property owners — those who live near the unnamed buttes — and asked 
residents whether they know of secondary names for the features and if they have historic records demonstrating 
that name. 

“It’s something that’s taken seriously to really understand, why is this named this particular thing?” Humphrey 
said, noting she’s only received one response of a secondary name — one resident remembers Towle Butte 
identified at one time as Water Hill. 

Humphrey has also done research with help from the Gresham Historical Society and other Gresham history 
books, some written by Nesbit. 

“A lot of folks wrote back saying, ‘I’ve lived here since the ’70s, and it’s always been Jenne Butte, or Hogan Butte,’” 
Humphrey said. 

Humphrey will go to the Gresham City Council on March 15 to seek support of submitting the names to GNIS in 
April. The GNIS board then does a preliminary review to make sure the applications look complete. In June, the 
board is expected to make a recommendation to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names, which has the ultimate say. 
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JW_DISQUS_BACK_TO_TOP 

“I haven’t heard of other names used for the buttes in question, though that is something the names board staff 
researches when we take a name under consideration,” Nesbit said. “I am sure some people have found ways to 
identify them over the years.” 
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 



 

February 8, 2016 

 

Phil Cogswell, President 

Oregon Geographic Names Board 

Oregon Historical Society 

1200 S.W. Park Avenue 

Portland, OR 97205 

 

President Cogswell and Members of the Oregon Geographic Names Board: 

Metro has worked in collaboration with the City of Gresham for years in protecting beautiful natural 

features and providing recreational opportunities in the area. We are currently collaborating on the 

creation of Hogan Butte Nature Park and trail links throughout the east buttes.  These amenities 

provide opportunity for the greater community to explore and appreciate these unique geographic 

features. Additionally, Metro owns land on Gabbert Butte and created the Gabbert Butte Natural Area 

and trail system. 

It is in this collaborative spirit that Metro fully supports Gresham’s efforts to have its summits’ names 

formally recognized. We know these features provide a positive identity for a community and 

recreational opportunity. There is great benefit in having recognized names so these amenities can 

be shared with a clarity of what they are and where they are. 

In addition to recognizing Hogan Butte and Gabbert Butte, Metro also supports the City’s application 

to recognize Jenne Butte and Towle Butte. 

Thank you for your consideration, and please let me know if I can answer any questions. 

Best, 

 

 

Kathleen Brennan-Hunter 

Director, Parks and Nature  
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February 18, 2016 
 
Gresham City Council 
1333 NW Eastman Parkway 
Gresham, OR  97030 
 
Dear Councilors, 
 
The Johnson Creek Watershed Council supports the efforts of the City of Gresham to assign official 

names to four buttes in Gresham--Jenne, Towle, Gabbert, and Hogan—that are within the Johnson Creek 
Watershed.   
 
It is my understanding that these buttes must be formally recorded in the US Board of Geographic 
Names database before they may be labeled on national maps produced by the US Geological Survey 
and Bureau of Land Management.  
 
If these names appear on official maps, it will provide local residents and visitors a more personal 
connection to these local features.  This connection will become important as these buttes are 
promoted as natural areas where people can hike and recreate. 
 
In our own work, we have done projects in the vicinity of these buttes.  It would strengthen our ability to 
attract volunteers and financial support in the future if these names appear on official maps. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel Newberry 
Executive Director 
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Humphrey, Stacy

From: Dave Plant <dave@moshplant.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 10:04 AM

To: Stacy Humphrey

Subject: "Towle Butte"?

Dear Stacy: 

 

I received your letter dated February 2, 2016, requesting information on the names of the buttes south of the City of 

Gresham. I now live on the western slope of the hill located south of Butler Road and between Rodlun Road and 

Regner Road. As a boy, I also lived nearby on my mother’s property, now owned by Metro. My mother and father 

bought property in the area in 1940, the year I was born.  I’m very familiar with the local hills, having roamed all over 

them when I was young. 

 

Until several years ago, I never heard a name for that hill. The USGS topographical map for the area (Damascus 

Quadrangle) doesn’t name it, either). But on a hike on Powell Butte, I observed a directional star pointing out landmark 

features that labelled it “Water Hill” (not to be confused with “Walter’s Hill,” an alternate name for Gresham Butte). 

During recent construction on Powell Butte, that directional star was removed. 

 

Then for a hearing on future trail development in this area, a map drawn up by City of Gresham planners designated 

the hill as “Towle Butte,” possibly because that hill lies south of the junction of Towle Road with Butler Road. It should 

be noted that Towle Road is a fairly recent re-naming of what was for many decades “Cathey Road,” named for early 

homesteaders on the west slope of Gresham Butte. Presumably the re-naming came about after the City of Gresham’s 

boundaries extended south because Cathey Road more or less lined up with the existing Towle Road north of Powell 

Boulevard in Gresham. Insofar as I know, the Towle name never previously had been associated with that particular hill 

or any property in the immediate area. 

 

Much of the west slope of the hill in question (including much of my mother’s property) was in the Butler homestead. 

About a dozen homes located along Butler Road and Rodlun Road got their water from a spring high up on the hill 

because all properties in the original Butler homestead had water rights (city water now supplies most of those 

homes). In the 1950’s, the property on the summit and the surrounding area was owned by a family named Campbell, 

who for a time raised raspberries in the open meadow on the summit, where the Higgins home now stands. My sister 

and I used to climb the hill to pick raspberries. Except for a three acre parcel owned by Higgins, Metro now owns that 

property as part of their Greenspace program. 

 

I don’t particularly object to calling the hill “Towle Butte,” since even locals like myself never knew it had a name. I do, 

however, think that name is kind of ahistorical. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

David A. Plant 

8282 SW Rodlun Road 

Gresham, OR 97080-9405 

(503)666-2565   



 
 
From: Dave Plant [mailto:dave@moshplant.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 10:35 AM 
To: Humphrey, Stacy <Stacy.Humphrey@greshamoregon.gov> 
Subject: Re: Towle Butte 
 
Stacy: 
 
I checked my photo file but unfortunately don’t have a picture of the directional star. 
 
I knew that Dave Towle was associated with the Gresham Berry Growers. I have a copy of the 
history of Gresham book edited by W.R. Chilton, who happened to be one of my high school 
teachers. That history also contains a couple of items written by my mother, Margaret M. Baker. 
My parents were members of the Berry Growers coop in the 1940’s and 1950’s, when they had 
several acres of blackberries. My mother worked at the coop seasonally for a number of years. I 
briefly worked there in the summer of 1956.   
 
I assume that the original segment of Towle Road, running north from Powell, was the street was 
initially named for Dave Towle. It lines up on the map with what was formerly Cathey Road 
south of Powell.  Eastman Parkway, which now intersects Towle Road near Joihnson Creek, was 
constructed about the time Cathey Road was renamed, three or four decades after Towle’s death 
in 1936.  
 
The historic Craftsman-style Heiney House is at the junction of Towle and Butler. Like the 
Catheys, the Heineys were early settlers in the area, involved in the logging business. A  segment 
of Heiney Road, which formerly ran from Pleasant View Avenue to Cathey Road, still exists, 
although the east-west segments are now numbered streets in the City of Gresham grid. 
 
As I said previously, it is OK with me if the hill is named after the road running to the north. But 
until I saw it named “Towle Butte” on a map prepared by the City of Gresham planners a couple 
of years ago, I never knew of anyone referring to it by that name. 
On Feb 22, 2016, at 8:15 AM, Humphrey, Stacy <Stacy.Humphrey@greshamoregon.gov> 
wrote: 
 
Good morning Dave, 
 
Thank you for your note.  I have messages in with the City of Portland, Parks and Recreation Department 
and the Friends of Powell Butte Nature Park to learn more about the directional star you referenced 
since it was located on the top of Powell Butte in Portland.  I haven’t heard back yet, but am eager to 
learn more.  You don’t have a photo of the star, by any chance? 
  
As for the Towle name, much of my research is from the book “Gresham: Stories of our Past: 
Campground to City” edited by W.R. Chilton and published by the Gresham Historical Society.  A man by 
the name of Dave E. Towle, working with other community businessmen, helped to transform the 
Gresham Fruit Growers organization (established in 1914) into the Gresham Co-op, or Gresham 
Cooperative Berry Growers in 1919.  Mr. Towle served as its general manager until his death in 
1936.  Cash turnover from the cooperative increased from $29,000 in 1919 to $800,000 in 1934, and the 

mailto:Stacy.Humphrey@greshamoregon.gov


cooperative was one of the city’s principal economic assets.  His management of the Gresham Co-op 
was so appreciated by the community that Cathey Road was renamed to Towle Road.  Towle Road runs 
north-south immediately to the north of the natural feature known as Towle Butte. 
  
Best, 
  
Stacy Humphrey, AICP |  City of Gresham Senior Planner  
503-618-2202 |  stacy.humphrey@greshamoregon.gov |  greshamoregon.gov 
1333 N.W. Eastman Parkway  |  Gresham, OR  97030 

  
From: Dave Plant [mailto:dave@moshplant.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2016 9:53 PM 
To: Humphrey, Stacy <Stacy.Humphrey@greshamoregon.gov> 
Subject: Towle Butte 
  
Dear Stacy: 
  
I read the article in today’s Gresham Outlook about the project to officially name four of the hills 
in southern Gresham, including the one on the western slope of which my property is located. As 
I told you recently, several years ago, a directional star located on Powell Butte identified this 
hill as “Water Hill.” I have located in my photo files a picture I took on July 5, 2010, showing 
the view of the hill from the location of that directional star, which I’m attaching to this email. 
The  top of Mt. Hood is barely visible peaking above the summit in the center of the photo. 
  
I’d be interested in learning the basis for the proposed naming of the hill as “Towle Butte.” Were 
there ever any landowners in the immediate area named Towle? Or is my assumption correct that 
the name was chosen because it lies south of the  junction of Towle Road (formerly Cathey 
Road) with Butler Road? I know the proposed names for the other hills (Jenne, Gabbert, and 
Hogan) were early settlers in those respective areas. 
  
Dave 
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