


JENNE BUTTE BRIEF HISTORY 

Lemuel Jenne was born in New York in 1821, and was granted 320 acres as part of the Oregon Donation 
Land Claim Act in 1852.  Claim maps show the land in the vicinity of what is now commonly known as 
Jenne Butte.  The Jenne name was also once used as a stop for the Portland Railway, Light and Power 
Company electric trolley. 

Jenne Butte has been referred by that name in City documents since 1980, including: Volume 1, 
Findings, of the Gresham Community Development Plan (1980); the Inventory of Significant Natural 
Resources and Open Spaces (1988), and the Gresham Trails Master Plan (1997). Books such as Gresham: 
Stories of our Past (published 1993) refer to the feature as Jenne Butte. 

RESEARCH / OUTREACH 

To confirm the butte name, project staff did the following: 

1. Researched names in city documents, Gresham Historical Society archives, and in the 
books Gresham Stories of our Past: Campground to City and Stories of our Past Gresham: Before 
and After the World Wars.  

2. Reached out to affected neighborhood associations to gain knowledge and support. 
3. Shared with the City of Gresham Historic Resources Subcommittee to gain knowledge and 

support. 
4. Reached out to affected neighboring jurisdictions – City of Portland, Metro, and Multnomah 

County – to gain knowledge and support. 
5. Sent a letter to property owners on the buttes seeking support for the names, and also any 

evidence of other names being used for the summits. In all nearly 1,300 letters were mailed. 

Additionally, the Gresham Outlook ran an article in the local newspaper on February 19, 2016. 
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Looking west to Jenne Butte 

 

 

View from Jenne Butte 

 

  



NEWS ARTICLE 
 



COURTESY OF THE CITY OF GRESHAM - This map shows four of Greshams unnamed buttes. There are 
six of the isolated, flat-topped hills in the city. 

Gresham pursues officially naming four city summits

Created on Friday, 19 February 2016 00:00 | Written by Jodi Weinberger | 

0 Comments

Gresham’s got big buttes and it does not lie — or at least it’s trying not to anymore, with help from the Geographic 
Names Information Services. 

Sharon Nesbit, a member of the board of the Geographic Names Information Services, noted Gresham historian 
and longtime Outlook columnist, recently pointed out to city leaders that not all of Gresham’s six buttes have 
official names. 

In the eyes of the U.S. government, actually four buttes — Jenne Butte, Gabbert Butte, Hogan Butte and Towle 
Butte — are considered unnamed summits. 

Gresham’s two other buttes, 
Grant Butte and Gresham 
Butte, were formally named 
in 1980 and 1986, 
respectively. 

The timing is especially 
important for the buttes’ 
names to be made official 
because the city is pursuing 
building a nature park on top 
of Hogan Butte that’s 
expected to be completed by 
the end of the year. 

“I suggested to the city that 
as the buttes were becoming 
official park land, they might 
need to be identified for all 
sorts of reasons — safety, 
search and rescue, etc.,” said 
Nesbit, in an email from 
Hawaii. 

From Nesbit’s 
recommendation, the task of giving the buttes — defined as isolated hills with steep sides and flat tops — official 
names was passed to Stacy Humphrey, Gresham senior planner. As part of the application to the Geographic 
Names Information Services (GNIS), Humphrey must show historical records of the butte names. 

For help, she turned to about 1,300 property owners — those who live near the unnamed buttes — and asked 
residents whether they know of secondary names for the features and if they have historic records demonstrating 
that name. 

“It’s something that’s taken seriously to really understand, why is this named this particular thing?” Humphrey 
said, noting she’s only received one response of a secondary name — one resident remembers Towle Butte 
identified at one time as Water Hill. 

Humphrey has also done research with help from the Gresham Historical Society and other Gresham history 
books, some written by Nesbit. 

“A lot of folks wrote back saying, ‘I’ve lived here since the ’70s, and it’s always been Jenne Butte, or Hogan Butte,’” 
Humphrey said. 

Humphrey will go to the Gresham City Council on March 15 to seek support of submitting the names to GNIS in 
April. The GNIS board then does a preliminary review to make sure the applications look complete. In June, the 
board is expected to make a recommendation to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names, which has the ultimate say. 
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JW_DISQUS_BACK_TO_TOP 

“I haven’t heard of other names used for the buttes in question, though that is something the names board staff 
researches when we take a name under consideration,” Nesbit said. “I am sure some people have found ways to 
identify them over the years.” 

0 Comments 1

Page 2 of 2Oregon Local News - Gresham pursues officially naming four city summits

2/19/2016http://cni.pmgnews.com/go/42-news/294127-171345-gresham-pursues-officially-naming-f...



LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 



 

February 8, 2016 

 

Phil Cogswell, President 

Oregon Geographic Names Board 

Oregon Historical Society 

1200 S.W. Park Avenue 

Portland, OR 97205 

 

President Cogswell and Members of the Oregon Geographic Names Board: 

Metro has worked in collaboration with the City of Gresham for years in protecting beautiful natural 

features and providing recreational opportunities in the area. We are currently collaborating on the 

creation of Hogan Butte Nature Park and trail links throughout the east buttes.  These amenities 

provide opportunity for the greater community to explore and appreciate these unique geographic 

features. Additionally, Metro owns land on Gabbert Butte and created the Gabbert Butte Natural Area 

and trail system. 

It is in this collaborative spirit that Metro fully supports Gresham’s efforts to have its summits’ names 

formally recognized. We know these features provide a positive identity for a community and 

recreational opportunity. There is great benefit in having recognized names so these amenities can 

be shared with a clarity of what they are and where they are. 

In addition to recognizing Hogan Butte and Gabbert Butte, Metro also supports the City’s application 

to recognize Jenne Butte and Towle Butte. 

Thank you for your consideration, and please let me know if I can answer any questions. 

Best, 

 

 

Kathleen Brennan-Hunter 

Director, Parks and Nature  

 

 

 

 



 

1900 SE Milport Road, Suite B     Milwaukie, OR 97222     503-652-7477     www.jcwc.org 

 

 

 
February 18, 2016 
 
Gresham City Council 
1333 NW Eastman Parkway 
Gresham, OR  97030 
 
Dear Councilors, 
 
The Johnson Creek Watershed Council supports the efforts of the City of Gresham to assign official 

names to four buttes in Gresham--Jenne, Towle, Gabbert, and Hogan—that are within the Johnson Creek 
Watershed.   
 
It is my understanding that these buttes must be formally recorded in the US Board of Geographic 
Names database before they may be labeled on national maps produced by the US Geological Survey 
and Bureau of Land Management.  
 
If these names appear on official maps, it will provide local residents and visitors a more personal 
connection to these local features.  This connection will become important as these buttes are 
promoted as natural areas where people can hike and recreate. 
 
In our own work, we have done projects in the vicinity of these buttes.  It would strengthen our ability to 
attract volunteers and financial support in the future if these names appear on official maps. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel Newberry 
Executive Director 





 
 
From: Carolyn Graf [mailto:Carolyn.Graf@comcast.net]  
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 4:15 PM 
To: Humphrey, Stacy <Stacy.Humphrey@greshamoregon.gov> 
Cc: Carolyn Graf <Carolyn.Graf@comcast.net> 
Subject: Jenne Butte 
 
I received your letter or 2-2-16 regarding the names for Buttes.  I have been living on the west 
side of Jenne Butte since the spring of 1970.  Since that time, I have only known this Butte as 
Jenne Butte. 
 
 
Carolyn Graf 
5516 SE Jenne Road 
Portland, OR 97236-1637 
1S3E18C 02200 
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